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Who We Are
Al Riwaq Art Space is a Non-profit institution
supporting contemporary art practice
established in 1998, to promote cultural
production, providing exhibition space to
emerging and established artists, both local
and international.

We aim to support the community and the
various types of art, through four channels:

· Education
· Residency Program
· Exhibitions
· Public Events



Introduction
Al Riwaq attempts to capture the
creativity and spirit of the Bahraini
culture through public art and
design celebration.

The Nest reflects and reveals our
society, connecting people by
sharing experiences and
memories, encouraging pride,
creativity and discussion.

Why an art celebration?

To create awareness and attraction
to place; it instils legacy, meaning
and identity to block 338.



Summary Brief
Running from November to December The Nest has 
been designed to appeal to the widest audience and 
includes public art, market, children’s area, workshops, 
live music and outdoors film screenings.

The programme will balance community participation 
with excellence by offering events of both a local and 
international flavor,.



Goals
- To Foster creativity, cultural and artistic
talents.

- To Activate City streets and public
spaces to create places for creative and
social activities

- To Ensure an exciting range of events
and activities in a variety of venues
across the City and throughout the year,
and Facilitate growth in creative
businesses and industries.

- To Create a sustainable economical
impact through activating community
based events.
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• Inspired by the creativity and skill of local talent, in 2010 we launched Market 
338 – the first design market in Bahrain. 

• Showcasing the designers and their work to the public on a small scale, the 
design market attracted a great number of visitors. Its success exposed the 
potential in Bahrain for public art events and in 2012 we launched the sister 
project “Alwan 338”.

• Alwan 338 was an event focused on public art and creating an atmosphere of 
an extended gallery where the boundaries to  art where eliminated. 

• Our vision  of expanding the private into the public for greater discourse 
organically merged the two events together and in 2014 Al Riwaq launched 
“The Nest”.

Our Journey



Bringing art to Bahrain’s public spaces since 2010, Al Riwaq
Art Space organized 2015’s edition of The Nest from 10th

December 2015 until 9th January 2016. Located in Manama’s
cultural hotspot Block 338, the month-long event focused on the
theme of Difference and Repetition.

From the printed hands of prehistoric caves to the photographic
work of Gursky, art, design and architecture use repetition in
order to create harmony, rhythm, to reflect about our
individuality or criticize contemporary mass production. The
primacy of identity defines the world of representation.

The Nest is a celebration of contemporary art and design
bringing together artists, design professionals, local companies
and community. Mostly situated outdoors, its 2015 edition
turned Adliya into a popular gathering space featuring public
art and installations. Live events such as music concerts, film
screenings and kids’ activities took place every weekend in
and around Al Riwaq Art Space. Local and regional designers
were also able to showcase their work in the vendors’ area.
As one of Riwaq’s pillars, collaborations with different
institutions and organizations are established in order to
develop a strengthened event. Some of these institutions
include local partners and supporters as Tamkeen, Economic
Development Board, Manama Municipality, Ministry of Social
Development or American Embassy.

Past Event: The Nest 2015



Art
Bringing art to Bahrain’s public spaces since 2010, our public events celebrate
contemporary art and design bringing together artists, design professionals,
local businesses together in a community setting.

The most recent 2015 Nest edition turned Adliya into a popular gathering
space featuring public art and installations.

Creating artworks and site-interventions commissioned by local artists.
Public Art may encompass 3D or 2D permanent or temporary artworks,
including murals, art installations and major sculptures.



Art



Design Market
Where artists, makers, designers, architects, and
urban planners come together.



“I Started Here”
Al Riwaq invites young entrepreneurs to join an active market that takes places in a vibrant area. The community marketing we
provide during our editions of The Nest/Market 338 allows vendors to engage directly with their target customers.

Amina Alabassi of Amina Gallery, Aysha AlAraifi of Bossy Kitchen, and Munther Buhindi of dayNage were a few of the participants
who used this platform to launch their brands.

We proudly hosted the entrepreneurs for a talk “I Started Here” at The Nest in 2015 to inspire the emerging talent present and share
their experiences.

We believe in the creativity of our community and the power of sharing these stories and perspectives.



Our markets are home to traditional and modern fusion 
food stalls. We provide savory and sweet street food that 
acts as an  appetizer or dessert prior to sampling nearby
338 restaurants.  

Food



Creative Education
Pre-event workshops in the run up to The Nest event and during the
annual event, with aims to train and develop skills of the local
community.

Part of the core values of Al Riwaq is bringing world-class, creative and
educational programs to Bahrain.

We offer low-cost yet rewarding alternatives to formal education through
workshops and residencies to reach every level of society, benefitting
from the cultural exchange of artists from around the world. In hosting
workshops, we hope to to plant seeds of expression in the youngest
participants and allow it to blossom in a relaxed atmosphere.



Kids
Al Riwaq’s Park locale is a key point of interest in The
Nest, it is as entertaining as it is important for developing
our focus on Creative Education for all members of the
community. Our custom made children’s area is a
highlight for many who attend.

For many children, this will be their first exposure to
creative education in a grassroots model, to encourage
expression and enthusiasm in the arts from a young age.



Film
Al Riwaq holds both in house and open air film
screenings throughout the year. Working in
collaboration with different regional entities,
viewings are curated for variety and relevance.



Music
Local and regional bands play live music during our
annual events, where performers have the chance to
showcase themselves in a relaxed atmosphere with high
exposure.



Feedback

Media Feedback



The Nest in the News



The Nest in Social Media



Vendors Feedback
“The event was very organized and the
atmosphere was perfect. The stall are really
useful too. Best market we participated in!”
-The Generous Light Co

“Great turn out - well done on marketing! A lot of
potential leads and decent sales. Happy with the
results - looking forward to next week!”
- Nomadi

“Love the new food stalls design.”
- Creamolia

“Great experience a lot of people stopped by!
Outcome was amazing!”
- Free Minds Clothing

“Everything was great, thank you so much.”
Hana T Photography

“The event was well organized and very
spacious booth. Overall it was fun to be part of
this successful event.”
- AH by Azhar

Feedback



Feedback

Participant Feedback

““BIG BIG THANK YOU to Al Riwaq for
supporting the local music scene and just
being awesome hosts, appreciate all the
support and love x Well done with The Nest!
You brought so much life to Adliya over the
month, keep up the good work!”

Khalil R.

“You guys have outdone yourselves this year!
The sadly short few weeks that passes have
been great. The variety in the vendors and the
food stalls made it so that each weekend we
wanted to return eagerly (...) The artwork is
always phenomenal. And this year the kids
play area has won our hearts along with the
hearts of thousands of other families who
enjoyed having a fun creative public space to
use and enjoy. So hats off to you guys and to
your immense effort and hoping for another
great year next year too.”
Moe M.



In numbers



Melting Pot

This year The Nest explores the ways and

means culture is fused and integrated, to

celebrate the cultural fusions found within

Bahrain, an island of diversity influenced not

just by diaspora from the Arabian Peninsula,

but a history of trade links from Persia, East

Africa and the Indian sub- continent. This

year we offer a specially-curated programme

of public art, workshops and pop-up events

in accordance with this year’s theme of

Melting Pot, offering Bahrainis a chance be

reintroduced to each other. As people, we

are defined by our habits, rituals and

traditions. Throughout the Arab world and

its diaspora, these traditions tells their

stories of where we come from and how far

we have travelled. We explore the heart of

deeply symbolic practices that have been

passed down from family to family,

generation to generation.



Get Involved!

Sponsorship

Supporter 
2,000 BD+ 

Zone 
Sponsor

10,000 BD+ 

Supporter 
4,000 BD +

Single 
Event 

Sponsor

5,000 BD+



Zone Sponsor – 10,000 BD+

• A sponsor for a specific Zone within The 
Nest (e.g. The Park, kids playground, café 
seating, installation.)

• Brand name/logo will be dominant in all 
marketing material related to this specific 
Zone including general banners and 
signage, print, web, outdoor+ 
inclusion/mention in general description. 

• 2 Dedicated Zone Banners: Approx. 3m x 2m 
signage/banner sectioning off the Zone.

• Display area/inclusion of promotional 
material (to a certain extent_ within the 
event in appropriate areas to be agreed 
upon with the organizer.

• Promotional material placements at the 
event itself.

• Potential to use Al Riwaq Art space for one
session (morning or evening) for a
closed/private event (e.g. staff event, press
conference.) This can be during the market
or at another time within 12 months period
and subject to availability of the venue and
calendar of events.

Packages

Single Event Sponsor – 5,000 BD+
• A major sponsor for a single event held on the side of Adliya Market

338 (e.g. performances, kids activities.)
• Brand name/logo will be dominant in all marketing material related to

this one off event including general banners and signage, print, web,
outdoor.

• 2 Dedicated banners, at the event venue.
• Display area/inclusion of promotional material (to a certain

extent)within the event in appropriate areas to be agreed upon with
the organizer.

• Promotional material placements at the event itself.

Supporter – 4,000 BD+
• Cash contribution or provision of services and products to facilitate

the event (aviation partner/official carrier, hotel partner).
• Well positioned logo in bottom of all published ads and opportunity

for issuing press release by the sponsor to capitalize on the publicity
and association with the event

.

Supporter – 2,000 BD +
• Secondary sponsors contributing with services and products to

facilitate the event including media partners
• Logo in bottom of all published ads and opportunity for issuing press

release by the sponsor to capitalize on the publicity and association
with the event.

Get Involved!



Sponsorship Benefits 

1. Partners of the biggest public art festival.
2. Create a positive media reputation for

being sponsors of a community event.
3. Exposer opportunities of your

organization to the regional cultural
community.

4. Activating the social cooperate
responsibilities for your institute

5. Take part in preparing and educating a
generation of creative entrepreneurs that
will take role in creating new jobs or add
products or services to the local and
regional market.

6. Our audience consists of a distinct young
niche that exhibits strong brand loyalty, a
sophisticated and influential class of
professionals, Bahraini, Kuwaiti and
Saudi •Brand name/logo will be dominant
in all marketing material related to this
specific zone including general banners
and signage, print, web, outdoor +
inclusion/mention in general description.

Get Involved!



For more information please contact:
Aisha Alkooheji
Arts Projects Manager
00 973 33 204 335
00 973 177 17 441
aisha@alriwaqartspace.com
www.alriwaqartspace.com


